
CURRICULUM INTENT

‘GEOGRAPHY IS A SUBJECT WHICH HOLDS THE 
KEY TO OUR FUTURE.’

(MICHAEL PALIN) 

At Benton Park, the Geography curriculum aims to 
develop students who are knowledgeable, 
opinionated, articulate and evaluative. 
Geographical study provides our students with 
locational knowledge and a sense of wonder 
about places. Geography enables students to 
learn about different cultures and societies from 
countries in all regions of the world, such as 
Africa, Asia, Russia and the Middle East, and how 
these may differ from their own. Our subject gives 
students place awareness about climatic regions, 
such as polar regions, hot deserts and rainforests, 
as well as demonstrating the vibrant dynamics of 
megacities. Geography at Benton Park gives 
students an understanding of global issues and 
inequalities, people and places across a wide and 
diverse spectrum. Students will explore a diverse 
range of places at different scales, such as the 
global, national and local levels, as well as 
recognising their own place in our complex and 
constantly changing world. In this way, they are 
becoming global citizens who will understand 
how different economies, societies and cultures 
have become increasingly interconnected.

At Benton Park, we believe that Geography helps 
to provoke and provide answers to questions 
about the natural and human aspects of the 
globe. Our curriculum pushes students to think 
holistically and understand contemporary 
challenges that face the world. They will truly 
‘think like geographers’, eventually becoming 
well-informed citizens of the planet.

BENTON PARK SCHOOL VALUES

Geography students:

LEARNING JOURNEY

GEOGRAPHY

•   Collaborate on global and regional 
issues through a wide range of case 
studies and field work 
opportunities.

•   Sustainability is a key theme 
running through the entire 
Geography curriculum, students 
endeavour to find sustainable 
solutions for our school community 
and beyond.

•   Develop compassion and empathy 
through the study of real-world 
issues, both human and physical.

•   Are inspired each term through a 
range of career opportunities linked 
to Geography and the study of the 
world around us.

•   Display ongoing resilience through 
case study investigations, fieldwork 
and the development of exam skills.
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Fieldwork for personal investigation 
Human or physical Geography fieldtrip

Carbon cycle and energy
The carbon cycle and planetary health

Consequences of increasing demand 
for energy

Human impacts on the climate

Superpowers
What are superpowers?

Spheres of influence 
and impacts

Water and security
Operation of the water cycle

Is there a crisis in water security?

Geographical sills 
Revision of 

Geographical skills

Health, human rights and intervention
Write up of personal investigation

Human development and rights

Geopolitics

Urbanisation
Megacities of the world

Sustainable cities

Regeneration 

Case studies – Leeds 
and Rio de Janeiro  

Developing extended 
writing for GSCE 

Geography

Russia
Human and physical Geography of Russia

Opportunities and challenges in Russia

Development
Development around the world

How can we measure development?

Natural Hazards
What is a natural hazard?

How to use a case study

Tectonics

Africa
Human and physical 
Geography of Africa

Opportunities and 
challenges in Africa

Middle East
Human and Physical 

Geography of the Middle East

Opportunities and challenges 
in the Middle East

Population
Impacts of a 

growing 
population

Where do 
people live?

Economy
What is an economy?

How are we connected to 
the rest of the world?

Rivers
Discovering the 

importance of Rivers 

Rivers from source 
to mouth

Managing rivers 

What is Geography?
Definitions of Geography

Developing map skills

Where are the continents 
and major oceans?

 How to write in 
Geography

Natural Resources
The 4 spheres of the Earth

How do we use the Earth’s resources?

Learning about sustainability

Asia
Opportunities 
and challenges 

in Asia

Human and 
physical 

Geography of 
Asia

Coasts
Landforms at the coast

Management of our coastlines

Living World
What are biomes and ecosystems?

Desertification

Rainforests

Fieldwork
Human field 

work

Resource 
management

The importance of 
natural resources 
(food, water and 

energy)

Sustainable 
management

Rivers and coast
River and coastal Processes

Soft and hard engineering

Landforms

Natural Hazards
UK extreme weather 

Weather hazards

Climate change

Tectonic hazards

Changing Economic world
Changing UK economy 

The development gap

Nigeria case study

Regeneration
What is a place?

Successful and unsuccessful places

Players in regeneration

Fieldwork
Physical field work

Hazards
Understanding tectonic hazards

Governance of natural disasters

Globalisation
Key players in globalisation

Winners and losers of globalisation

Options
Evening

Coasts
Coastal 

landscapes, 
processes and 

landforms 

Sea level 
change

NEA


