LEARNING JOURNEY

SOCIOLOGY
CURRICULUM INTENT

BENTON PARK SCHOOL VALUES

In Sociology, we aim to provide students with an
in-depth understanding of the social world around
them, the ability to recognise environmental
factors affecting the behaviour of individuals and
groups, and by extension, society. Through the
study of sociology as an evidence-based
approach to understanding social phenomena, our
students develop an appreciation for the causes,
impacts and subsequent consequences of societal
change on the structure of social institutions such
as the family as well as on individuals and specific
groups of people. This includes the impacts of
social policy and political decision making.
Through their study of sociology, students also
develop the necessary skills to scientifically
investigate society, critically assess evidence and
consider solutions to today’s societal issues.
Through empowering individuals with a wider
knowledge of society, we aim for sociology
students to be responsible, effective citizens who
respect diversity in society and critically assess
their own role within it. Sociology is brought to
life through regular discussion about relevant
news and documentaries and topical classroom
debates, inspiring a deep appreciation of the
causes and consequences of inequalities that exist
in society. Whether or not students choose to
continue their sociological study post-18, students
leave equipped with an understanding of the
challenges facing individuals and groups in the UK
that goes beyond their own lived experiences.

The school values are supported in Sociology:
• Resilience is developed through
learning about – and discussion of –
difficult concepts and issues, for
example, domestic violence, gender
and racial inequalities.

• Many of the activities in Sociology
require students to collaborate with
one another, for example in group
tasks and in debate activities.

• In Sociology students endeavour to
undertake regular independent
research projects which support the
development of research skills and
quality extended writing showing a
thorough understanding of the
subject matter at hand.

• The ability to have compassion and
some empathy with the issues
raised in Sociology is essential to
develop a breadth and depth of
understanding of sociological
issues. To this end, students assess
the causes and consequences of
social phenomena, both in terms of
wider society and individual
experiences.

• Students are inspired inspired by
the real life stories and sociological
studies used in Sociology lessons,
which include research findings and
first person accounts of particular
issues such as poverty and
discrimination.
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