
Section B: The 19th century novel 

Answer one question from this section on your chosen text. 

Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

Read the following extract from Chapter 10 and then answer the question that follows. 

On the final page, Jekyll brings his statement of the case to an end.  

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present the character of Jekyll? 

Write about: 

 how Stevenson presents the character of Jekyll in this extract 

 how Stevenson presents the character of Jekyll in the novel as a whole. 

[30 marks] 

It is useless, and the time awfully fails me, to prolong this description; no one has ever 
suffered such torments, let that suffice; and yet even to these, habit brought--no, not 
alleviation--but a certain callousness of soul, a certain acquiescence of despair; and my 
punishment might have gone on for years, but for the last calamity which has now fallen, and 
which has finally severed me from my own face and nature. My provision of the salt, which 
had never been renewed since the date of the first experiment, began to run low. I sent out 
for a fresh supply and mixed the draught; the ebullition followed, and the first change of 
colour, not the second; I drank it and it was without efficiency. You will learn from Poole how 
I have had London ransacked; it was in vain; and I am now persuaded that my first supply was 
impure, and that it was that unknown impurity which lent efficacy to the draught.  

    About a week has passed, and I am now finishing this statement under the influence of the 
last of the old powders. This, then, is the last time, short of a miracle, that Henry Jekyll can 
think his own thoughts or see his own face (now how sadly altered!) in the glass. Nor must I 
delay too long to bring my writing to an end; for if my narrative has hitherto escaped 
destruction, it has been by a combination of great prudence and great good luck. Should the 
throes of change take me in the act of writing it, Hyde will tear it in pieces; but if some time 
shall have elapsed after I have laid it by, his wonderful selfishness and circumscription to the 
moment will probably save it once again from the action of his ape-like spite. And indeed the 
doom that is closing on us both has already changed and crushed him. Half an hour from now, 
when I shall again and forever reindue that hated personality, I know how I shall sit 
shuddering and weeping in my chair, or continue, with the most strained and fearstruck 
ecstasy of listening, to pace up and down this room (my last earthly refuge) and give ear to 
every sound of menace. Will Hyde die upon the scaffold? or will he find courage to release 
himself at the last moment? God knows; I am careless; this is my true hour of death, and what 
is to follow concerns another than myself. Here then, as I lay down the pen and proceed to 
seal up my confession, I bring the life of that unhappy Henry Jekyll to an end. 
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