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Context 
 
This addendum of the Benton Park School Attitude to Learning policy replaces the 
previous addendum dated September 2020 and contains details of adjustments and 
additions to our policy required to support the return to school of all students from 
March 8th 2021. These adjustments reflect the ever evolving context of schools in the 
following areas: 
 

1) Uniform 
2) Behaviour Expectations 
3) Escalation of Concerns 
4) Behaviour Recording 
5) Risk Assessment Processes 
6) Consequences 

 
Please note, that this addendum compliments the existing Attitude to Learning Policy 
in order to reflect current ways of working.  
 
Children, young people and families across the country have faced huge challenges 
over recent months and we understand that returning to school may cause additional 
anxieties for some young people. We believe that the best way for us to support 
those anxieties is to return to an environment that is safe, predictable and routine 
driven as quickly as possible. Support will be provided to address any academic, 
social or emotional challenges that students face during their reintegration to full time 
on-site learning. 
 
1) Uniform 
Students in attendance to school are required to wear full uniform. As per 
Government guidance, ‘Uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than 
usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using methods which are different from 
normal’ 
 
Students who do not have full uniform should be welcomed to class by staff however 
a member of the pastoral team from the same zone should be informed so they can 
work with the student and family to find an adequate solution as quickly as possible.  
 
Any hair or make-up accessories that are prohibited through the full school uniform 
policy (located in the Attitude to Learning Policy) should be removed where possible. 
Where infringements cannot be immediately rectified, the member of staff should 
welcome the student into class and again notify a member of the Pastoral Team in 
order to find an adequate solution as quickly as possible. The same approach should 
be applied by staff for students whose haircut does not meet the requirements 
described in the policy. 
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If a solution cannot be found in a satisfactory time period the student will be placed in 
supervised study until the misdemeanour is rectified. 
 
2) Behavioural Expectations 
All rules and expectations around student conduct will remain the same as outlined 
in the Attitude to Learning Policy and the Student Planner. 
 
Alongside these rules and expectations, students will be briefed regarding any 
changes to routines in and around school that have been designed to uphold Public 
Health England guidance around how best to stay safe in public spaces during the 
CoViD-19 outbreak. These routines will be reinforced and upheld using school 
behaviour systems and incorporate the following areas:  
 

 Arrival and exit from school (Appendix 1) 

 ‘Classroom’ expectations including entry and exit to and from teaching spaces 
(Appendix 2)  

 Hygiene requirements including hand washing and coughing / sneezing 
(Appendix 3)  

 Social distance requirements (Appendix 4) 

 Social time and departure from school (Appendix 5) 
 
3) Escalation of Consequences:  
Expected behaviours in school are clearly detailed in the ‘Lesson Expectations’ and 
‘Around School Expectations’ within the Attitude to Learning Policy and Student 
Planner. Where students do not meet these expectations, staff will be expected to 
use de-escalation strategies to avoid any negative impact on learning. Students 
continuing to cause concern should receive consequences in line with the Attitude to 
Learning Policy.  
 
In a bid to avoid the need for students to be placed in ‘Supervised Study’, pastoral 
support can be requested to prevent the need for an on-call (Phase 5 of the Attitude 
to Learning Policy) This is most likely to occur when a student is either unlikely to be 
successful in a relocation or if the relocation is going poorly. The support will be 
provided by Pastoral staff or a member of the Senior or Extended Leadership who 
are present in the zone. This member of staff will determine whether a return to 
class, a relocation or some time in a pastoral office is the most appropriate course of 
action and will facilitate a restorative conversation where necessary. 
 
Relocated students should remain in their relocation room until the end of the lesson, 

whether this is a single or a double. 

We understand that most students have been remote learning from home for some 

time now, however the expectations of students will be very similar to the last time 

they re-integrated following a period of home learning. School staff will be vigilant and 

immediately respond to breaches of social distancing and hygiene expectations 
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offering reminders to students. Where a student accepts the reminder and corrects 

their behaviour, no further action will be required. In the event of a student responding 

poorly to the reminders, or refusal to correct their behaviour, staff should follow the 

Attitude to Learning Policy. It is essential that staff combine firmness with an 

acceptance that many students will occasionally make genuine mistakes. We need to 

make a clear distinction between carelessness and deliberate intent to disobey rules. 

 

The use of the supervised study remains a key element of the Attitude to Learning 
Policy and will continue to be used. Students from different year group bubbles can 
be accommodated at the same time but strict 2 metre social distancing must be 
observed at all times. If the decision is taken to remove a student from class and 
place them in Supervised Study, teaching staff must ensure that work is provided for 
the student to access remotely via Teams for the duration of this intervention.  
 

The use of other schools to provide an off-site sanction will only to be used in 

extreme cases with a maximum of one student accommodated from other schools 

on any given day at Benton Park, again in extreme circumstances. 

In the event it is not considered safe for a student to be in school, the student may 

receive a fixed term exclusion and parents/carers contacted to remove them from 

school premises. At this point, depending on the nature of the incident, a risk 

assessment may need to be completed to ascertain whether the student can return to 

their on-site education in its current format (see Risk Assessment Processes) 

 
4) Behaviour Recording 
All stamps and negative comments will only be recorded on Classcharts and not 

inserted into the student planner meaning that there is no reason for a member of 

staff to either take or request a student planner. 

When students are issued with a verbal warning the use of the words “verbal 

warning” are essential. Instead of taking the planner, staff should take a note of 

students name however not write it on the board. 

All negative comments will be issued verbally using the specific words, including the 

reason and recorded on Classcharts. If a student receives a second or third negative 

comment in the same lesson, the member of staff must remind the student of the 

accumulative total. 

All students and parents will have access to Classcharts 

Form Tutors will monitor Classcharts for ‘Around School’ comments and issue 

detentions when appropriate 

Some students will be placed on physical reports as they return to school as an 

intervention to support their focus in class. Staff should ask students who are on 
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report to place this in a predetermined place at the front of their room, either on a 

desk or in a tray. Staff should sanitise their hands before filling in the report and then 

sanitise their hands afterwards. Staff should then step back to a distance on 2 

metres in order for the student to collect their report from the same location at the 

end of the lesson.  

5) Risk Assessment Processes 
All schools are currently operating under significant risk assessment processes, the 
success of which is dependent on the choices and behaviours of individuals. 
Therefore, in the event a student shows themselves to be either unwilling, or 
incapable, of following the requirements of all students in school, they will be subject 
to a risk assessment. 
The risk assessment will outline what risks the child is presenting and identify any 
barriers to them being able to remain on site safely. We will then identify specific 
control measures to mitigate the risk and in the event the child is either unwilling, or 
unable, to meet those control measures, they will not be able to access school until 
public health advice changes. In certain cases, modified timetables may need to be 
considered for students struggling to cope with their reintegration to full-time on-site 
learning. 
 
Both students and parents will be consulted in the event of every risk assessment 
process being undertaken.  
 
6) Consequences  
The primary consequence for class-based misbehaviours remain consistent with 
those outlined in the Attitude to Learning Policy as explained in section 3 ‘Escalation 
of Consequences’ 
 

However, it is also important to note that any intentional, or reckless, breaches of 
hygiene protocols or expectations will be managed through both the school 
behaviour system and any necessary risk assessment processes.  
 

Please see below a list of behaviours that under our current working conditions 
would cause considerable concern. This is a non-exhaustive list and school leaders 
and governors reserve the right to use the full extent of the Attitude to Learning 
Policy to respond to each case on its own merits.  

a) Students spitting 
b) If a student pretends to cough / sneeze on another student  
c) If a student claims to have Covid-19 and threatens to cough / sneeze on 

another student or adult 
d) If a student blatantly flouts social distancing expectations by either touching 

another student or by standing immediately next to another student  
e) If a student leaves their designated working area despite having received a 

reminder from a teacher already 
f) If a student attempts to share drinks or equipment without permission  
g) If a student deliberately enters the wrong zone leading to cross bubbling 
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Appendix 1: Journey to school 
Students are expected to travel to school meeting the following PHE guidance:  

 Travel and arrive either on your own or with no more than one other person 

 Ensure you maintain social distancing if you are walking with someone else 

 Use the designated entrance and exit for your allocated zone at the 
appropriate time 

 
Appendix 2: Classroom Expectations 
On arrival to class students are expected to:  

 Enter the classroom immediately, place their equipment on the desk and 
stand in silence behind their chair until the teacher asks them to sit. 

 
While in the classroom, students are expected to: 

 Wear a face covering unless exempt 

 Sit and work quietly 

 Remain seated at their desk unless given explicit permission to stand or move 

 Raise their hand to ask (or answer) any questions 

 Remain courteous to staff and students 

 Arrive with their own equipment and do not swap equipment with anybody 

 Complete all work to the best of their ability 
 
Where students are not equipped, they must tell a member of staff who will attempt 
to provide this. Students must not borrow equipment from or lend equipment to other 
students. 
 
Although we understand that students may find work more difficult, particularly in the 
early weeks, and that they may have more questions, due to social distancing it may 
be difficult for staff to offer direct 1:1 support.  
 
Appendix 3: Hygiene Requirements 
Upon arrival, and throughout the school day, students are required to:  

 Sanitise or wash their hands with warm water and soap for 20 seconds 
upon arrival in school 

 Wash their hands when leaving the classroom and at the end of social times 

 Provide their own equipment throughout the day 

 Ensure they remove their own food or drinks containers and dispose of them 
appropriately 

 Catch coughs and sneezes in a tissue and bin this straight away 

 Where required, use hand sanitiser to cleanse hands without leaving 
classrooms i.e. if you have sneezed into your hand 

 Wear a face covering whenever they are in the school building, unless seated 
and eating in a designated dining area, unless they are exempt from wearing 
a face covering. If exempt from wearing a face covering, students should have 
a green badge displayed on their blazer. 
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Appendix 4: Social Distancing Requirements 
In line with Public Health England guidance, students are required to:  

 Maintain social distancing between other students and adults where possible, 
using the visual markers on corridors where they are available as a guide. 

 Stay within the designated areas at break and lunchtimes. 

 Do not hold doors open for other people as this may compromise social 
distancing 

 Do not wait around school gates, classroom doors or similar for friends 
 
Appendix 5: Exit from School and social times 
In line with Public Health England advice and our School Risk Assessment, students:  

 Must maintain social distancing and hygiene expectations during social times 
and on the journey home 

 Are not permitted to wait at the school gates for friends 

 Should walk home on their own or with a maximum of one other person 

 Must ensure they maintain social distancing with anyone that they are walking 
with 
 

Appendix 6: Use of the school bus service 
In addition to our usual expectations of students in relation to safe and respectful 
behaviour towards the driver and fellow passengers, students also must take the 
following measures: 

 Students must wear a face covering for the duration of their journey 

 Students should avoid unnecessarily touching seats and handrails on the bus 
that they are not using. 

 Students should follow social distancing guidelines, whilst waiting for buses, 
and when embarking and disembarking wherever possible. 

 Students should wait on the bus each morning until they are invited to walk up 
to school from the bus park by a member of staff. This will be done by year 
group 

 
 

 

 

 


